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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

PROFESSOR MASSEY’S VIEWS.

Farmer.)

( Progressive
WORK FOR

FARM AND GARDEN

APRIL.
If your land is high and mellow
and well drained, why not (r¥ good
preparation and drilling the cotton-

seed on level land. Then start the cul-
tivation. bhefore the seed germinate
and get above ground., by running the
smoothing harrow and breaking all
the crust. When the cotton is up on a
bed you run through after
nates and leave all the crust right
around the plants for the
chafe the stems against. But when
the harrow is used the crust is all ta-
ken away., Then use the weeder both
wWavs as soon as the plants show, and
vou will rapidly destroy the grass
that is just starting. There is noth-
ing like rapid work at this time 1o
prevent getting in the grass in rainy
weather. It takes hard work to kill
grass after it gets a few inches high.
while it takes little time with
wide weeder to kill it as soon as the
seed gZerminate,

Then keep using the weeder, and if
YOur rows are run out exactly, you
can take out two teeth over two rows
arnd Keep the weeder going till the
cotton is near blooming. Then if vou
hiave a Keystone weeder vou can shut
it up like a cultivator and keep on
scratching, and as You do not turn
up fresh earth with more weed seed,
you will have clean rows,

But while this can be done with the
weeder I would prefer to use a two-
horse riding cultivator after the crop
has been brought to a stand, and thus
cultivate both sides of the rows at
once, setting the cultivater to run
shallow.
the roots in the soil are
fope, and cotton roots
wide across the rows and the sur-
face roots are within three or four
inches of the top of the ground, and
any deep cultivation, or any use of a
turning plow, will not only tear the
roots, but will turn up soil to dry out
and weed seed to grow.

feeding the
run- far and

Eay Cowpeas Now,

If you have not saved your own
saed, do not wait till cowing time when
the price has gone up. but buyv early.
1Yo not imagine that vou can not afford
to sow peas because the price is high.
You can not afford to neglect them.
t‘'owpeas and cerimson clover are the

team that will bring prasperity to
the Southern farms if properly used
and fed. 1f yvou can not feed beeves,

you can at least feed hogs, and there
is no better place for the hogs than a
pea field, and no better way in which
to make the peas of value to your
so0il. At present prices, the feeding of
hogs promises to be the most profit-
able industry on the farm.

OCorn Plaanting Thne.

If vou have, as vou should have., a
cerop of crimson clover te turn for
caorn, do not be in a hurry about it.

The largest crop of corn I saw last
summer after clover was planted after
the c¢lover was dead and had done
all that it could do. We have plenty
of time to make corn in the South
without hurrying in ithe spring, 4nd
it is far better to let the clover ma-
ture and then turn and harrow it and
plant on the fresh and warm soil
where the corn will grow off rapidly.

But in turning the clover do not try
to turn it over flat, but edge it up
nicely. Turned under flat it may in-
terfere with the rise of capiliary mois-
ture and the crop may suffer from
drouth, But edge up the furrows,
even if a little clover is left on top.
It will do no harm at all.

Yon may have bought seed corn.
I'a not pilant it till you have f{sted
its germination by taking a few
grains from each ear you intend to
use, putting them in squares marked
on a piece of cotton cloth laid on a
box of wet sawdust and covered with
a gunny sack and placed in a warm
place. You can soon see the per-
centage that will germinate. It pays
to test the seed and avoid blanks
in the rows.

Take off the tip and butt grains of
the ears. not because they will not
grow, but because in planting with a
corn planter yvou want grains of uni-
form size to make the machine drop
right,

In the Garden.

April is a busy month here. e
tender seeds can now go into the soil.
Snap beans are to be started. onion
seed sown for sets, sweet corn plant-
ed, and the early potatoes worked.
Try to plant in a space together such
crops as will soon come off, such as
snap beans, radishes and early beets,
s0 that vou will have quite a space
for the succession crops. The succes-
sior. erop of cabbages to follow the

“ RKarly Wakefield should now be ready

to set. Caulifiower plants set in early
March should be encouraged to grow

as rapidly as possible so as to get
them headed before the weather gets
toe hot.

Do not follow the Northern plan of
<owing parsn’p and sa’s{y se=2d now.
Wait till July for that.

As soon as vou have the frst plant- |

ing of snaps above ground, plant 1nore
and keep that up till September and
you will have an abundant supply all
summer, Then as eaclhi planting of
snape is off plant more corn far a
succession of roasting ears, and keep
that up till August. In short, keep

it germi- |

wind to |

the :

Flor we must remember that

the garden at work all the time. )
Set good strong tomato plants in
rows three feet apart and two feet

takes a mere secratch to destroy Zrass
that is just germinating from the seec}.
and if you keep up the shallow culti-
vation through the season, You Xl
all the grass seed that are “.'lthm
the limit where they can germinate.

in the row, and put a strong stake| o .. ..oy near the surface to sprout

to each plant and train it to a single
stem, pinching out the side shools as
theyv show. You can get better ¢rops
'in that way than by letting them tum-
Lle,

Sow late in

" land has
L again,

the month seed of to-

the slow work to do over
411 because he did not have
'an implement that he could run rap-
idly over several rows before the grass
got a start.

matoes in the open ground to take oo cie Lime or Ground Lizs stone.

the pilace of the early ones that may
' become exhausted in
' Keep the onions sown early perfectly
' elean and thinned to three inches.
Pull the earth from them as the bulbs
, form, so the bulb will set on the
ground, and only the roots under,
cand you will get far better crops.
ireen onions tied in
sell well alniost

anvwhere in town,

and can be made very profitable. Work |

the garden for all it is worth. anéd
manure it heavily., and vou will find
that it will be a profitable spot, and

what your fam'ly does not consume,
vou can take to town whenever vou
lgo, or to the factory village. In the
South there need not be a day in all
(the year when the garden will not
lgive vou something.

(CCelery seed should be sown the last
of the month. Sow in rows on the
surface and pat them down with back
of spade. Then lay g gunny sach

bunches will |

middsummer. ... interested in lime and its effects
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|
!
'
|

|
!

i land as to

A correspondent, who is one of the

writes as foilows:
“Please tell me which is bet-
ter to use on land. caustic lime
or ground limestone? Will caustic
lime destroy the humus in the
s0il”? How long will it take for the
lime to take effect? When should

it be applied to the land?”

Tae him I made this reply: it de-
pends largely on the condition of the
whether I would use the
Sreshly slaked yurnt lime or the ground
limestone. If the =oil is well supplied
with humus and needs lime from be-
ing in an ac’d condition, I would pre-
fer to use the burnt lime slaked with
water to a powder. The ground rock

the soils,

.applied heavily will gradually s_w'eet—
'en the soil and bring about conditions

on the bed and water lightly, and the !

'sack will keep the surface moist till
the seed germinate.
Matters of Interesg Just Now.
~ Humus is the thing we must con-
tinue to insist upon., bDr. Butler shows
how we have the advantage of the

West in everything else, Nae South-
ern so 18 on the uplands did not have
a8 much humus as the Neorthern up-
lands in the start, for in the open
woods of our hille the leaves are
blown to the lowlands and hollows,
while in the North the heavy snows
pack them down to decay where they
fall.

We have betier corn

- weather. no
!-lsk lh_at frost will catech the c¢rop
m an immature state, more rainflal,
if “'t" only plowed deep enough and
practiced shallow and constant level
cultivation to retain the meoisture:
and all we luack is the mellowing,

inoisture-retaining influence of the
vegetlable decay with its swarm of liv-
‘ng organisms that are
bringing food inte availability in such
d Sflil,

~ DUir. Butler sayvs: “We can beat the
T_v\«’est whenever we set out to do it."
Every great corn contest for vield per
acre has been won in the South with
the Southern prolific corns. and | do
not believe that there will efer be a
corn developed for the North that
has this prolific character.
ciated with the mak ng of more ears

per plant comes in the need for a
Clong season to mature corn of this

character,
We have shown that we can beat ihe
Corn Belt in produet per acre when

we try., and now we want to try to
bring up all our acres to such pro-
duction.

It can be done, and done in an eco-
‘nomical and profitable way, by good
farming and an everlasting abandon-
ment of the old planting id §: and
gambling on the chances with a little
low-grade fertilizer. 1 asked a truck-
er here today what character of com-
mercial fertilizer he uses. He saigd
that nothing less than 7—6—5 would
give h'm the resulls he wants, that
he had lost thousands of dollars hy
using a low-grade fertilizer. and
wanied plenty of nitrogen to push his
 early crops along.
_ This, of course, is for growing early
truck crops, and our truckers have
learned that they must have a high-
grade fertilizer for these. On the
other hand, I thought of the thousands
of farmers who are using 200 pounds
of 2—8-—2 with the hope of squeez-
ing a little more cotton out of the land
from which all the humus has been
burnt out. Thex do not need a fer-
tilizer so high in nitrogen as the
truckers do, but they do need to use
more heavily the phosphoric asd and
potash to get large crops of peavines
on the land for hay and e¢rimson
'clover to turn for the cotton and corn
fand for putting humus-making mate-
[ rial in the soil.

r What Sore of Fertilizer?

You can find out more about vour
szil by ploet experimentis than anv
¢“emist can tell you by making a;x
aralys’'s of the soil. And vou can
find out, too, that the chief thing
needed in our old soils is phosphoric
acig.

clover, but to grow these successfully
vou must have an abundant Suppl:\-
of phosphoric acid.- and in the lighter
soils plenty of potash, too. Supply
these in a liberal manner and the
‘peas and clover will do the rest if
vou feed the forage and return the
‘manure to the land. It is humus-
making material you need far more
than commercial fertilizers contain-
. ing mnitrogen.

Kill the Grass as It Starts.

_ Tt i= a hard job to get out of the
 grass when vou are once in. It is an
 easy job to go rapidly over a field with
 smoothing harrow hefore the crop

comes up and then with the weeder

ikeep down every sign of erust. It

You can get the nitrogen from |
the air by the growing of peas and !

those in | me soils. But
not as manure, but as
a re-agent for bringing about me-
chanical changes in the soil, and
sweetening it and releasing plant feod.

similar to
we use either,

' lLime hastens the nitrifieation of hu-

‘mus and

thus br'ngs it into use 4as

'nitrate. and if the humus-making ma-

terial is

not kept up it will. doubt-
less. aid in destroying it. Twenty to
twentv-five hushels per acre is enough
in any case. It is best applied to the
land after turning a sod, and should
then be well harrowed in, as it sinks
in the land and should be near the

‘tap so as to pass through the whole

continually |

—

for asso- !

| 4 per cent and the population has in-

'PLOW DEEP AND USE SOME

'selves into thinking that cotton is go-

 MARES

soil. on which it begins to act at

once.

HOW TO DOWN

(Continued from Page One.)
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the mud for home,
feeling preity
“John did you get
“N-n-nao, my

cehoes’
do quite as well as 1

Fle
gnO{'i.

then hits
reaches home
when wife savs,
the baby any
tobacco didn't
expected.”
Farmers, what are you doing Raise

something that vou c¢an eat, and
something your stock c¢an eat. I
don't think the above picture over- |
drawn.

If our farmers would cut out the |

growing of tobaceo, conditions would
be c¢hanged in the c¢ountry in less
time than the twenty-five vears that
the trust has been on. Instead of
allowing the west to furnish your sup-
plies yvou would have them at home;
instead of having to pull through the
mud to market, vou would have the
macadamed roads: instead of the
three months public school you would
have nine months, you would have
telephones in vour homes, have your
streams all bridged, and your farms
all fenced and be living at home. 1t
is up to yvou, farmers, to say what vou
will do. You are the masters of the
situation. May the Lord help you to
“think on these things'" for vour own
zood, and for the good of your com-
monwealth, T, M. ROBERSON.
- —

LIME

(Continued from Page One.)

ing to stay at 15 cents. 'The amount
of cattle has decreased in 7 vears ) or

creased 6 or 7V per cent. No wonder

meat is high. Let us raise feed stuffs.
It's the on' s hope of the southern
farmer."”
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MONEY oOUT
ORCHARDS.

OF HIS

Mr. J. V. Hauss, of Reepsville, One of
the County's Best Farmers Uses
Up-to-Date Methods and Makes

Money.

z (Lincoln County News.) :
) Mr. J. ¥. Hauss, of Reepsville, was
In tawn yesterday and presented the

News man with a pear that was al-

kill |

But the man who waits for the grass |
‘to get the start has to turn a lot of
' earth to cover it, and he brings up

i
]

A HANDY CLOTH}

Any bright bov ex
| for his mether after
the picture for five m
post firmly in the gy,

broken stone or hri

m

ir

éerect. The box will

porch and another

the clothes-line man
from either end by
string to reach the
the posts. The reel

enough to
when tull

he strong
of the line

MAKING

order to have
must sturt them |
is not at all ditficult
can buyv hothed
and three feet wide.

In

vou

sash

I OX6.

AMERICAN

Dig a pit 2 feect dev
protected from the
winds by hillside,

most perfect, he having wnreserved it
since last season wrapned in paper. |
I_t was of delicious flavor and Mr. |
Hauss has our most profound thanks.
for if there is anything that we like
1t is pears. He, by the way, is one |
of our farmers that believes in taking |
care of his orchard and thereby real-
izes a neat sum each yvear from the
sale of fruit. Every season he uses
spraying methods to get his orchard
in fine shape and coupled with the
fact that only the best kinds of fruit
trees are set out at the beginning
there is no reason in the world why it
shouldn't be - a successful financial
venture as fruit finds a ready sale
hoth on the Lincolnton market as'x
well as that of surrounding towns.
. -

Be sure that God ne'er dooms to
waste the strength He dares impart.—

| prove unsatisfaectory.

alwa

clothes-line dry and ciean
the posts is set just inside
box pla:
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chistiar

sho

stout piece of wocd and
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hede:

is filled within six inches of

chouid have a spring)

Toot,

Put a thermometer

in

! S HAY
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i
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Place hors: it !
| plenty of straw in ths botlc
pit, tramping down firm'
Soggy, heavy mauoure will

ft’l‘. I 1

20 the heat may be regulals
should not be planted until

perature is about 80 degress
Willil

the bed is first made
hotter than that. Pu
good soil on top

plant the seeds direct

many prefer to sow the seed

low boxes and then
plants to the hotbhed.
The hotbed should
two weeks before time
Raige the sash a
ing for ventilation.
but do not let the co
rectly on the plants.
sash is closed at night,

Brovwning, )

every day is necessary.
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lower
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Cross Scation Hot-iod
Make a frame of 1 1-4 in!
i it the pit. The upper side
about 6 inches highor than
'so the water will run o
| freely. Use 2x3 inch  stal
supports across the rame
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